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“Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” —St, Mark, xvi. 15. 

“And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the Everlasting Gospel to preach 
voto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and peopte.”— 
jeu, SiV. 0. 
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AFRICA, 
SIERRA LEONE.—~REGENT’S TOWN. 
{From the London Missionary Register. ] 
Visit and Testimony of Mr. Ephraim Bacon. 

From the journal of Mr. Bacon, which was printed at Phila- 
delphia, on the return of that gentleman to America, we shall 
extract a passage: 

“ March 17, 1821. Saturday.—About one o’clock we arrived 
at Regent’s Town. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson had been at Free- 
town, where Mr. Johnson was sick several weeks. On our ar- 
tival, great numbers of his people came to shake hands with 
him, and inquired affectionately after his health: the expression 
of every countenance bore strong testimony of their ardent love 
for him, and of the joy which filled their hearts on his recovery 
‘rom sickness and his safe return to his flock. 

“ At six o’clock in the evening, the bell at the church rang 
tor divine service. The people were immediately seen walking 
irom different parts of the town; the parsonage-house being so 
situated, that there is a fair view of almost the whole settle- 
ment: and it was delightful to observe the eagerness which the 
people manifested to hear the word of God. A prayer meeting 
was held by the communicants after the usual evening prayers, 
it being expected that the Lord’s Supper would be celebrated 
the next day. 

_“ March 18, 1821. Sunday.—At six o’clock, the bell rang 
tor morning prayers, when the church was again filled. How 
pleasing to behold hundreds of those, who were once wretched wt 
inmates of the holds of slave-ships, assembled in the house of 
God, on the morning of that holy day on which our blessed Sa- 
viour rose from the dead and ascended up to heaven! With a 
hundred copies of the Holy Bible spread open before their 
black faces, their eyes were fixed intently on the words of the 
‘esson which their godly pastor was reading. Almost all Mr. 
Johnson’s people, who can read the blessed book, are supplied 
‘ith Bibles from that best of institutions the British and Fo- 
Vol, I.—-Choyrrch Rerard.  # 
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reign Bible Society. Surely Christians ought to feel themselves 
encouraged in the support of missions, when such cheering 
fruits present themselves to view! 

* At ten o'clock, the bell again rang, though the church was 
nearly filled before that hour. The members of the well-regu- 
lated schools, which passed in review before the parsonage, in 
regular succession, were all clad in clean and decent apparel. 
When we arrived at the church, there were no vacant seats to 
be seen. The greatest attention was paid during divine ser- 
vice. Indeed I witnessed a Christian congregation in a heathen 
land——a people fearing God and working rightesusness. The 
tear of godly sorrow rolled down many a coloured cheek, and 
showed the contrition of a heart that felt its own vileness. Ther: 
were three couple married, and one child baptized. After the 
sermon, Mr. Johnson, with the assistance of brother Andrus, 
administered the communion of the body and blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to nearly four hundred communicants. This 
indeed was a feast of fat things to my soul. 

*¢ At three o’clock, the church was again filled, and the most 
devout attention was paid to the reading and hearing of the 
word. ‘The whole congregation seemed eager to catch every 
word which fell from the pastor’s lips. 

“ Again, before the ringing of the bell, at six o’clock in the 
evening, the people were seen from the distant parts of the 
town, leaving their homes, and retracing their steps toward the 
house of God. There we again united in praising that God, 
who hath wrought such wonderful things even among the 
mountains of Sierra Leone, where the praises of Jehovah re- 
sound, not only from his holy sanctuary, but from the humblest 
mud-walled cottage—from the tongues of those children of 
Africa, who have been taken by the avaricious slave-trader, 
dragged from parents, separated from brother and sister, and 
perhaps from wife or husband, bound in chains, hurried on 
board the slave-ship, crowded in a space not exceeding their 
length and breadth, nor even allowed to breathe the vital air. 
These persons, after being recaptured by order of the British 
government, have been put under the charge of a faithful m- 
nister of the gospel, whose labours have been accompanied by 
the Holy Spirit. These are the mighty works of God!” 


Visit and Testimony of Mr. Singleton. 
. Mr. Singleton, of the Society of Friends, visited Regent's 
fown, in April of last year. We shall extract from his jour- 
nal the testimony which he bears to the state of the people. 
“The population of Regent’s Town is about one thousand 
three hundred and fifty: of this number, 700 are able to provide 
for themselves and families, by means of their farms. One man 
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wld the produce of his little spot, last year, for #50, and the 
quantity of cassada sold then was 10,000 bushels. 

« A small market is held each day; but the seventh day is 

the principal one. Five oxen are weekly consumed, besides 
pork. 
' « The people, with a few exceptions, are industrious; as may 
be seen by the improved houses which they build for themselves ; 
by their furniture, all of their own making; and by the neatness 
and cleanliness of their habitations. In several houses are sofas, 
covered with clean print, or the country cloth; tables and forms, 
or chairs; and, especially, I noticed in each house a corner- 
cupboard, with its appropriate crockery-ware. The beds and 
sleeping-rooms are remarkably neat and clean. A few of the 
inhabitants, more ingenious or richer than the rest, are building 
houses of board, with stores below and piazzas in front. 

“ The superintendant appears to have considerable influence 
with the people, and his advice is readily followed. 

“ A woman, whose husband absconded about four years since, 
and has not been heard of during that time, asked the superin- 
tendant, some time after the man’s departure, if she might not 
marry again: he informed her that the law of England required 
a period of seven years before that was allowed: she submitted, 
and to the present, has lived alone, maintaining herself, and act- 
ing with exemplary propriety. 

“ As we were standing under the piazza this morning (6th 
day) a young African came to ask permission to marry. W. J. 
gave good reasons for withholding his assent, which he had 
scarcely done when he was called away; and I advised the he- 
sitating youth to acquiesce. He readily answered, ‘ My massa 
good man. He say girl too young. We wait. I no pass de 
word of my massa.’ 

“Returning from a walk over one or two of the farms, and 
coming near the market-place, we were met by an elderly Afri- 
can, with a basket on his head, covered with a cloth. He stop- 
ped, and placing the basket on the ground, drew out a glass 
bottle, which he held up, that the superintendant might see its 
contents, and uttered a few words which I could not under- 
stand. The bottle contained palm wine; and the man in his 
simplicity produced it uncalled for, to assure the superintend- 
ant that it was not rum, the use of this liquor being prohibited. 

“Soon after breakfast Captain Grant came in. We visited. 
the schools together. Thé girls behaved with seriousness, and 
appeared under good care. There was an agreeable solidity in 
their countenances, which, I hope, indicated something good 
within. The boys were attentive, and the monitors active ; as 
was the case too at Gloucester and Kissey.” 


In Mr. S.’s report on his return, he remarks 
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“[ visited with satisfaction, the school at Frectown, and 
those at several of the villages in the mountains. At Regent’s 
‘Town I remained two days, and left the family and villager: 
with regret. This is a favoured place, and while there, I in. 
dulged in a wish, that if Friends should be induced to com- 
mence a settlement on the Gambia, their success might equal 
that of the superintendant of Regent’s Town.” 


The visits of Mr. Bacon, Mr. Singleton, and other friends, 
afforded much pleasure to Mr. Johnson, Mr. During, and their 
associates. Of Mr. Singleton’s visit to Regent’s Town, we 
shall extract a few notices from Mr. Johnson’s journal :-- 

“ April 6, 1821.--This morning, after family prayers in the 
church, Mr. Singleton, a member of the Society of Friends, 
and who has been sent out by some members of that society to 
collect all the information that he can respecting Africa, arrived 
here. It appears to me that Christians of every denomination 
begin to look toward poor injured Africa. Mr. Singleton ap- 
peared very reserved at first, but soon found himself at home. 
At eight o’clock we have always prayers in our house: he at- 
tended—-wept much—-and, when I had concluded, begged leav« 
to address us. He seemed so much affected that he could 
scarcely speak. He concluded by pronouncing, ‘ Peace to this 
house! 

“After breakfast we visited some of our people’s houses ; 
and he was much gratified to see them so clean, and a Bible or 
Testament upon the table: he never could have supposed that 
the people lived so comfortably. We next visited the girls’ 
school, and the seminary, with both of which he was much 
pleased, and he addressed the scholars in each. In the after- 
noon we went to Bathurst, Leopold and Charlotte; and re- 
turned about five o’clock. 

“« April 7.--Our friend attended again at our family prayer in 
my house, and again was much affected. He addressed us ina 
very Christian-like manner; saying that he was fully persuaded 
that there was no essential difference among the true people of 
God. After breakfast we visited our market, and went to see 
some of the people’s farms. About five o’clock our friend Sin- 
gleton went to Freetown, much gratified.” 


ie 
THE BIBLE CAUSE. 


Extract from a Speech delivered before the Liverpool Auxilar: 
Society and Ladies’ Association, in May last, by the Rev. Dr. 
Steinkopff. 

The field which the British and Foreign Bible Society occu- 
pies is the world; and if I should endeavor to transfer your at: 
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icntion to every portion of that extensive field, I should detain 
you much longer than the limits of the meeting will allow. I 
shail, therefore, at present, only fix your attention on three spots 
on the map of Europe—France, Germany, and Russia. With 
regard to France, is it nothing that even in Paris itself, a Pro- 
teseant Bible Society has been established, under the sanction 
of the French Government? That the Paris Bible Society is now 
surrounded with fifty-two auxiliaries, and these, again, with 
lesser branches? That they have already distributed not less 
than 22,000 copies of the French Scriptures? That, though the 
Patis Bible Society, by its constitution, is confined in its labours 
to the Protestant population of France, yet its very example 
has excited a spirit of active emulation, and between 7 and 8000 
copies of the New Testament have been distributed among the 
Roman Catholics of France?—Are these things nothing? With 
regard to my native land, Germany, I must say, that I bless the 
very day and the very hour in which the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society was first established in London. To my native land 
it has rendered incalculable benefits. When Germany experi- 
enced all the calamities of war, when thousands of poor soldiers 
were in the hospitals with their wounds, Bibles and Testaments 
in their own language were sent to them; and you might see the 
poor dying soldier deriving, in his very last hour, consolation 
from the pure fountain of life supplied by the word of God. 
In Germany, alone, more than 400,000 Protestant Bibles have 
been distributed, and among the Roman Catholics, 550,000 copies 
of the New Testament. With regard to Russia, I am at a loss 
to find expressions strong enough to convey to you what has 
been done in that mighty and increasing empire; but I will fix 
your attention on one singie part of it. I hold in my hand a 
copy of the greatest part of the New Testament, printed in the 
modern Russ language. Before the establishment of the Bible 
Society, the Russians had not the New Testament in the vul- 
gar tongue: they had the Bible in the ancient Sclavonic, but not 
inthe modern Russ. But the Emperor said, “ Let the New 
lestament be given to my people, in their own vulgar tongue, 
that they may read the wonderful works of God;” and, in the 
autumn of last year, he had the great satisfaction of having pre- 
sented to him, on his birth day, the first copy of the New Tes- 
tament in the modern Russ language. With regard to Asia, I 
will direct your attention to only two important divisions, Brit- 
ish India and the empire of China.—British India comprises i 
population of nearly 100,000,000 of souls. What a field for 
Operation! Last year the parent institution sent £4000 to India, 
mn order to aid the excellent and exemplary men who are there 
engaged in translating the Scriptures into the Eastern lan 

guages and their numerous dialects.---With regard to the em 
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pire of China, a modern geographer has computed that the eni- 
pire of China contains a population of 330,000,000 of people. Ii 
is difficult, indeed, to state accurately the amount; but, Suppose 
that China contains only one hundred and fifty millions, is ;; 
nothing that the translation of the whole Bible into the Chinese 


language has been accomplished? ‘Towards the completion of 


that great undertaking the British and Foreign Bible Societ; 
contributed money and paper ; and it will, I trust, be the means. 
under the Divine blessing, of converting the immense popula- 
tion of the Chinese empire to the knowledge of salvation. | 
now hold in my hand one of the gospels in the Chinese lan- 
guage, and I am happy to say, that about 20,000 copies of the 
Chinese Testament have been circulated, chiefly at the expens: 
of our society. Some of the Chinese have read it with atten- 
tion; and a rich one had exclaimed, * Oh! that all men would 
live as Jesus has taught them in this book that they should!” 
With regard to Africa, permit me to state, that our society has 
already published the Psalms in the Ethiopic language, and sent 
several hundred copies thither. The accounts from that quar- 
ter of the globe are so encouraging, that the committee of the 
parent society have resolved to print the four gospels in the 
modern Ethiopic language. Nor has America been forgotten. 
I rejoice that our American brethren have been active. I bless 
God that they have partaken of the spirit of their British an- 
cestors, and I trust that in future the only competition between 
the two nations will be, which of them can do most for their 
God and the salvation of immortal souls. Even the cold and 
cheerless coast of Labrador has been penetrated by the light o! 
Divine revelation. I hold in my hand a copy of three gospels 
printed in the Esquimaux tongue, and you might see some of 
the poor Esquimaux, in the winter season, reading the gospel 
amidst the snow; and, when the summer season approaches, 
and they are preparing to proceed on their hunting excursions, 
then you might see the adults and children sitting and reading 
the gospels which have been sent to them by the Bible Society. 
[hese people, poor and destitute as they undoubtedly arc, n 
their worldly circumstances, are not without that peace which 
passcth all understanding. Nor are they destitute of feeling. 
One of them, having read that beautiful passage, “ Blessed are 
the pure in heart, for they shall see God,” went to the Mission- 
ary and said, “I have read many comfortable passages in this 
book: I have read ¢ Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall 
see God ;’ but IT am not yet ‘ pure in heart,’ and, therefore, I 
cannot see God.” : 
Oh! my brother, Esquimaux, thou hast read me an impot- 
tant lesson: I have often thought of thy words in my own mind— 
[am not vet pure in heart! But what was the answer of the Mis 
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.jonary /—** Have you not read what is written before ?—* Bless- 
ed ure the poor in spirit: for theirs.is the kingdom of heaven.’ 
This good people were not destitute of gratitude.—They said 
among themselves, “ Surely it must have cost much money to 
send this gospel to us: what shall we send in return tor it?” 
They made a collection among themselves, and we received a 
harrel of oil from the coast of Labrador, as the contribution of 
the Esquimaux to the British and Foreign Bible Society, and 
the lamps in the Society’s warehouses were lighted with it. I 
doubt not, but that gift will replenish the oil of our Christian 
charity, and that it will make the flame of sacred love and zeal 
burn brighter in the hearts of British Christians. 

Let me now conduct you, for a moment, to the distant isles 
of the Pacific Ocean, and there behold the inhabitants of Ota- 
heite reading the gospel of St. Luke in their own language. 
Of this Gospel 3000 copies were printed: and so great was 
the desire of the natives to read it, that, in a short time, 
the whole were disposed of, and the Missionaries resolved to 
print 10,000 copies more. The moment that the letter men- 
tioning this fact was read in our committee, we immediately re- 
solved to send paper to Otaheite, that the Missionaries might 
be enabled to print, not only the gospel of St. Luke, but the 
whole New Testament, in the Otaheitean language. Oh! my 
friends, let us not rest till we have filled the whole world with 
the word of life. Let us exert ourselves more than we have 
ever yet done in the glorious cause. Our work is begun, but 
is not half accomplished. There are hundreds of millions of 
our fellow men still without the holy scriptures. Even our own 
towns and villages are not fully supplied. Your town and 
neighbourhood have, through the instrumentality of the Ladies’ 
Association, been abundantly supplied; but even here fresh 
wants are springing up daily. Let us not, therefore, be weary 
in well doing, for in due time we shall reap, if we faint not; we 
shali reap an abundant harvest of immortal souls, with whom, 
in a better world, we shall sing endless praises to the glory of 
the Triune God—Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

The Rev. J. Bruce, in rising to propose the thanks of the 
meeting to the ladies, for their exertions during the past year, 
observed, that the plan of the Ladies’ Bible Society reflected 
great credit on the head and heart of the person who devised it. 
There was a mildness, a suavity, an excellence in the female cha- 
racter which rendered them powerful agents in this work of faith 
and labour of love. The touching simplicity of their lives, the 
softness of their manners, the warmth of their affections, were 
the admiration of every beholder. An eminent traveller, Mungo 
Parke, had said, that, when travelling through regions barba- 
rous and uncivilized, and when exhausted with fatigue and 
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ready to perish with hunger and thirst, he had often made a 


peals to his own species which were answered with nothing but 


cruelty and scorn. But never, he remarks, did he, under similay 
circumstances, make an appeal to the female heart, but it awa 
kened a chord of sympathy for his sufferings, and he received. 
at the female hand, with kindness and alacrity, that relief and 
succour, which his own species had rudely denied him. These 
were traits in the female character which did honour to the spe- 
cies, and which admirably qualified that sex for the active share 
which they took in promoting the interests of the Bible Society. 
The Ladies’ Bible Society, indeed, occupied a separate and 
conspicuous niche in that sublime edifice which British piety 
and liberality had reared to the glory of God. It was one of 
the fairest gems that sparkled in the coronet that encircled the 
brows of our country. The zeal of the ladies of Liverpool! in 
the cause of the Bible was celebrated throughout the land ; and 
the females of the distant Isle of Wight, where he had the hap- 
piness to labour, had lighted their tapers at the pure flame 
which burnt with such brightness and splendour in this part of 
the kingdom. 
— 
National School Society. 

On the 6th of June, 1822, the annual meeting of the London 
National School Society took place. It appeared from the re- 
port which was read by the Secretary, that upwards of two hun- 
dred and fitty thousand poor children were educated by the So- 
ciety, and that twelve thousand had been added to the schools 
in different parts of the kingdom within the last year. The in- 


stitution has been in existence only eleven years, and is sup- 
ported entirely by private contributions. 


i 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


We are happy to learn that the ladies of St. John’s Church, 
Northern Liberties, have formed a society auxiliary to the Ge- 
neral Missionary Society of our church. We hope to publish 
their address next week. 
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